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Local forging manufacturer mentors aspiring USC engineering students 

Santa Ana, CA (December 16, 2015)-- Local forging manufacturer, Aluminum Precision Products Inc. 

(APP), has been in the forging business for 50 years, celebrating their anniversary just this year. When 

approached by USC Engineering Professor, Ted Mayeshiba, to allow his students the opportunity to 

study APP’s production process Director of Engineering, John Haroldson, thought, “What better way to 

kick off the next 50 years of business”? The idea is for the student project team to get real world 

experience and a closer perspective of the effects of their designs. The students have been tasked with 

offering proposed new methods of efficiency and alternative process recommendations to improve 

quality, timeliness, and revenue. A student diagnostic has been performed during the fall semester 

followed by a detailed solution design during the second semester. At the end of the study, the goal is to 

put a proposed solution process into place that will accomplish a production improvement.  APP’s John 

Haroldson says, “We here at APP understand that investing in our future is what sustains our business. 

It’s great to have the ability to mentor future engineers that we are also gaining insight from”.  APP has 

asked that the students concentrate on their wheel forging line of business. Vice President of Business 

Development and Wheel Division Director Terry Seibert says, “We asked the students to focus on one 

line of business so that they could get the most out of this experience. There are many variables that can 

affect forging production’s bottom line. Our hope is that we as a group can develop one of the proposed 

approaches as an enhancement to our current production process. It is programs like this, and listening 

to progressive ideas, that has allowed APP to celebrate 50 years of business.”      

Aluminum Precision Products Inc. (APP) is a privately held corporation located in Santa Ana, CA, who 

formed in 1965 by introducing precision forging capabilities for aerospace applications. 50 years later 

that expertise is evident with manufactured parts for projects that include the Mars Rover, the Space 

Shuttle, and Boeing’s 787 Dreamliner. Other industries where APP has made an impact are forged 

wheels for high-performance sports cars, like Ferraris and Lamborghinis, and motorcycle wheels for both 

the U.S. and European markets. APP is a vertically integrated manufacturer of forged, machined, 

finished, and assembled components, forging closed-die and open-die aluminum parts and closed-die 

titanium forgings for aerospace, automotive, recreation, industrial and medical device manufacturers. 

Customers include every major aircraft and aerospace manufacturer, automotive OEMs, motorsports 

teams and after-market manufacturers. 
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